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Sacramento Metro Fire Dept. Friday, May 3, 2019 
6609 Rio Linda Blvd. 2:00 pm 

Rio Linda, CA 95673  

Public documents relating to any open session items listed on this agenda that are distributed 

to the Committee members less than 72 hours before the meeting are available for public 

inspection on the counter of the District Office.  

The public may address the Committee concerning any item of interest. Persons who wish to 
comment on either agenda or non-agenda items should fill out the Comment Card and give it 

to the General Manager. The Committee Chair will call for comments at the appropriate time. 

Comments will be subject to reasonable time limits (3 minutes).  

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability, and you need a 

disability-related modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact 

the District office at (916) 991-1000. Requests must be made as early as possible and at least 

one full business day before the start of the meeting. 

Call to Order 

Public Comment 

This is an opportunity for the public to comment on non-agenda items with the 

subject matter jurisdiction of the Committee. Comments are limited to 2 
minutes. 

Items for Discussion and Action 

1. Elverta Specific Plan Owners Group (ESPOG) resumption of discussions regarding a Water 
Services Agreement. 

2. Report from follow up discussion with Rob Swartz on limitations and extent for conjunctive 
use in achieving additional capacity to serve new development. 

3. Capital Improvement Plan status (Mike Vasquez, District Engineer). 

4. Discuss methods for filling the anticipated Board Member vacancies (plural). 

5. Discuss the merits of withdrawal from the RWA Water Efficiency Project participation 
agreement. 

6. General status report from District Engineer. 

7. Discuss the error in cost of living adjustment for the General Manager, where the 
adjustment in December 2018 was 0.5% less than the actual Consumer Price Index 
stipulated in the employment agreement. 

Items Requested for Next Month’s Committee Agenda 

Adjournment 

************************************ 

Next Scheduled Planning Committee Meeting: Friday, June 7, 2019 

************************************ 
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Planning Committee 

Agenda Item: 1 

 

 

Date:   May 3, 2019 

Subject: Elverta Specific Plan Owners Group Water Service Agmt 

Staff Contact: Timothy R. Shaw, General Manager 

Recommended Committee Action: 

Re-engage in dialog with Elverta Specific Plan Owners Group (ESPOG) in 
search of solutions to the current impediments for drafting a workable Water 

Service Agreement, which is a condition of development in the Elverta Specific 

Plan 

Current Background and Justification: 

Discussions with ESPOG representatives stalled last fall consequent to an 

expired funding agreement. The replacement funding agreement was executed 

last month. In the meantime, one of the representatives has moved on, so the 
Planning Committee will be introduced to Laura Zuckerman. Additionally, two 

of the original developers/landowners have dropped out of the group. 

When ESPOG representatives last attended a Planning Committee in the Fall of 
2018, we were engaged in preliminary exploration of the feasibility of limited 

development on groundwater. The number of units which might be appropriate 

and the stipulated progress toward new surface water facilities seems to be the 

appropriate starting point in reengaging discussions. 

  

Staff recommendation: 

Resume discussions with ESPOG’s representatives. 



COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
CALIFORNIA 

 
For the Agenda of: 

September 27, 2016 
Timed: 10:30 a.m. 

 
 
 
To: Board of Supervisors 
 
From: Department of Community Development 
 
Subject: Elverta Specific Plan Finding Required By Rezone Condition No. 14/Mitigation 

Measure WS-1 And Rio Linda/Elverta Community Plan Policy PF-8 
 
Supervisorial 
District(s): MacGlashan 
 
Contact: Todd Smith, Principal Planner, 874-6918 
 
Overview 
Recognizing the need for proactive groundwater management, the Rio Linda/Elverta Community 
Plan update incorporated Policy PF-8 calling for implementation of supplemental water supplies 
for future growth in the community.  At the time of the adoption of the Elverta Specific Plan, a 
supplemental water source was not secure and PF-8 was incorporated into the plan as Rezone 
Condition No. 14/mitigation measure WS-1.  The Rio Linda Elverta Community Water District 
has drafted a Water Supply Strategy being presented to the Board for a consistency 
determination with the above policy/measures. 
 
Recommendations 
Staff recommends that the Board make the following findings: 
1. The Sacramento Groundwater Authority has adopted an appropriate Groundwater 

Management Program (SGA GMP) to protect the long-term sustainable yield of the North 
Area Basin. 

2. The proposed water use for the Elverta Specific Plan (ESP) is to be provided by the Rio 
Linda Elverta Community Water District, a signatory and participant of the SGA Joint 
Powers Authority (JPA), and is subject to the SGA GMP. 

3. The strategy to supply ESP development with existing groundwater while utilizing funds 
from a recently approved connection fee increase to pursue alternative, supplemental water 
sources, is consistent with the SGA groundwater management program. 

 
Measures/Evaluation 
This consistency finding allows for the consideration to approve entitlement requests for urban 
development in comprehensively planned areas of the Rio Linda/Elverta community, including 
those requests within the Elverta Specific Plan area. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
None. 
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BACKGROUND 

History of Groundwater Use in the Rio Linda/Elverta Area  

Areas of the central portion of Sacramento County (County) north of the American River have 
not traditionally experienced easy access to surface water. The demand on groundwater 
increased markedly in the middle of the 20th century as military and industrial facilities, such as 
McClellan Air Force Base, were established accompanied by rapid urban development. 

This widespread urban development and the lack of available surface water was largely the 
reason that by the 1960s a significant groundwater depression had developed in the region in and 
around the Rio Linda and Elverta communities. Falling groundwater levels moved the 
Sacramento County Board of Supervisors to partner with the California State Department of 
Water Resources in 1968 to investigate the County’s groundwater resources.  The investigation 
was summarized in 1974 in Bulletin 118-3, “Evaluation of Ground Water Resources: 
Sacramento County”.  The Sacramento County Basin (which at the time encompassed all of 
Sacramento County) was subsequently identified in Bulletin 118-80 as one of 42 basins in 
California that showed evidence of overdraft. 

Rio Linda and Elverta Community Plan 

On June 3, 1998, the Board adopted the Rio Linda and Elverta Community Plan (RLECP) 
Update which identified an Urban Development Area in eastern Elverta. Approval of the RLECP 
Update project included the adoption of Community Plan Policy PF-8, which is intended to 
protect and regulate the use of groundwater within the Community Plan area.  Shortly after the 
adoption of the updated Community Plan, the PF-8 policy was amended to clarify the role of the 
Sacramento North Area Groundwater Management Authority (SNAGMA), now known as the 
Sacramento Groundwater Authority (SGA).  

The current, amended RLELCP PF-8 policy reads as follows: 

“PF-8.  The County of Sacramento and the Cities of Citrus Heights, Folsom and 
Sacramento, through a Joint Powers Agreement, have established the Sacramento 
North Area Groundwater Management Authority (SNAGMA)[now known as the 
Sacramento Groundwater Authority or SGA] to implement a groundwater 
management program to protect the long-term sustainable yield of the 
groundwater basin underlying the North Area basin. In the new growth area in 
eastern Elverta, and other comprehensively planned development areas, 
entitlements for urban development shall not be granted until the Board of 
Supervisors makes one of the following findings: 

(i) that an agreement between the developer and either the domestic water 
purveyor servicing the area (the Rio Linda/Elverta Community Water 
District and/or Citizens Utilities Company [now California American 
Water Company or Cal-Am]) or the SNAGMA has been executed which 
(a) assures that arrangements are in place to deliver supplemental water 
supplies (i.e., surface water, reclaimed water, etc.) within the boundaries 
of the SNAGMA in quantities sufficient to prevent a long-term net increase 
in groundwater pumping resulting from the proposed development and (b) 
assures that funding is made available to either the domestic water 
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purveyor or the SNAGMA for all costs for delivery of such supplemental 
water supplies; or 

(ii) that an appropriate groundwater management program has been adopted 
by the Sacramento North Area Groundwater Management Authority 
(SNAGMA) to protect the long-term sustainable yield of the groundwater 
basin underlying the area for which an entitlement is sought, and that 
water use resulting from such entitlement is subject to and consistent with 
such groundwater management program. 

The land use planning process may proceed, and specific plans and rezoning may 
be approved, prior to this finding being made by the Board of Supervisors”. 

Elverta Specific Plan 

Pursuant to County ordinance, the Elverta Specific Plan Property Owners Group requested that 
the Board consider initiation of a Specific Plan for the identified area in eastern Elverta, and on 
September 9, 1998, the Board adopted a resolution initiating the Elverta Specific Plan.  
Following a planning effort with extensive public outreach, the Board adopted the Elverta 
Specific Plan on August 8, 2007.  

To supply water to future development in the Elverta Specific Plan, the water supply proposal 
was subject to the findings required by RLECP Policy PF-8.  Water supply planning documents 
from previous efforts evaluated numerous supply sources and strategies to serve the development 
under the PF-8 requirements.  The selected strategy at the time included a mix of groundwater, 
surface water, and recycled water.  New wells would be drilled to supply groundwater in the 
quantity required for the Elverta Specific Plan’s maximum daily demand.  The Rio Linda Elverta 
Community Water District (RLECWD) would purchase surface water from the Sacramento 
Suburban Water District (SSWD) during the off peak seasons and serve both Elverta Specific 
Plan and other RLECWD demands in quantities sufficient to offset the annual groundwater 
pumping volumes.  The RLECWD would also implement a recycled water program with the 
City of Roseville. 

Final arrangements for delivery of the supplemental water sources were not in place at the time 
of the Elverta Specific Plan adoption. Therefore, the requirements of PF-8 were incorporated into 
the Elverta Specific Plan in the form of a rezone condition and mitigation measure, which read as 
follows:  

Rezone Condition No. 14/Mitigation Measure WS-1: 

Consistent with RLECP Policy PF-8 and the WFA [Water Forum Agreement], entitlements for 
urban development (i.e., tentative subdivision maps, tentative parcel maps, development plans, 
use permits, building permits, etc., but not including approval of the Specific Plan and 
rezonings) within the project area shall not be granted until the Board of Supervisors makes one 
of the following findings: 

(i) That an agreement between the developer and either the domestic water purveyor 
servicing the area (RLECWD and/or Cal-Am) or the SGA has been executed which 
(a) assures that arrangements are in place to deliver supplemental water supplies 
(i.e., surface water, reclaimed water, etc.) within the boundaries of the SGA in 
quantities sufficient to prevent a long-term net increase in groundwater pumping 
resulting from the proposed development and (b) assures that funding is made 



Elverta Specific Plan Finding Required By Rezone Condition No. 14/Mitigation Measure WS-1 
And Rio Linda/Elverta Community Plan Policy PF-8 
Page 4 
 
 

available to either the domestic water purveyor or the SGA for all costs for delivery 
of such supplemental water supplies; or 

(ii) That an appropriate groundwater management program has been adopted by the 
SGA to protect the long-term sustainable yield of the groundwater basin underlying 
the area for which an entitlement is sought, and that water use resulting from such 
entitlement is subject to and consistent with such groundwater management program. 

Prior to the Board making one of the above findings, the proposed supplemental water supply 
and/or groundwater management measures shall be approved by the SGA as consistent with 
RLECP Policy PF-8 and with applicable groundwater management criteria for the North Area 
basin. 

Sacramento Groundwater Authority 

As part of the Water Forum Successor Effort, the Sacramento North Area Groundwater 
Management Authority (SNAGMA) (now known as the Sacramento Groundwater Authority or 
SGA) was established.  The SGA is a joint powers authority (JPA) whose boundary coincides 
with the North Basin.  The North Basin consists of that portion of Sacramento County north of 
the American River. The SGA is charged with facilitating conjunctive use programs and 
maintaining the long-term sustainable yield of the North Area groundwater basin. 

According to the Sacramento Groundwater Authority Groundwater Management Plan, the 
SGA’s core management responsibilities are established in its JPA as follows: 

1. To maintain the long-term sustainable yield of the North Basin, which was estimated to 
be 131,000 acre-feet in the Water Forum Agreement (WFA). 

2. To manage the use of groundwater in the North Basin and facilitate implementation of an 
appropriate conjunctive use program by water purveyors. 

3. To coordinate efforts among those entities represented on the governing body of the JPA 
to devise and implement strategies to safeguard groundwater quality. 

4. To work collaboratively with other entities, including groundwater management agencies 
formed in other areas of Sacramento County and adjacent political jurisdictions, to 
promote coordination of policies and activities throughout the region. 

The Sacramento Groundwater Authority Groundwater Management Plan 

The Sacramento Groundwater Authority Groundwater Management Plan (GMP) was originally 
prepared and adopted in 2003 and was most recently updated in December 2014.  The GMP 
relates the SGA’s current understanding of the underlying basin based on years of ongoing 
groundwater management.  It also describes efforts to sustainably manage the basin and a plan 
for the SGA to continue to do so into the future.  The GMP serves as a framework for successful 
implementation of the SGA’s core management responsibilities by detailing the activities the 
SGA has taken and will undertake to manage the North Basin to provide reliable and sustainable 
groundwater resources.  

The goal of the SGA GMP is to manage the North Basin to: 

Provide reliable and sustainable groundwater resources for the existing and future needs of the 
region. 
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The GMP identifies the following Basin Management Objectives (BMOs) to ensure the above 
goal is met: 

• Maintain groundwater elevations in the SGA area that provide for sustainable use of the 
groundwater basin.  

• Maintain or improve groundwater quality in the SGA area to ensure sustainable use of the 
groundwater basin.  

• Maintain groundwater levels to prevent inelastic land surface subsidence that would 
damage infrastructure or exacerbate flooding. 

• Protect against adverse impacts to surface water or groundwater resulting from 
interaction between groundwater in the basin and surface water in the American River, 
the Sacramento River, and other surface water bodies within the SGA area. 

Groundwater Management Process 

To achieve the goal of the GMP, the SGA has defined a process that starts with a thorough 
monitoring program (including the monitoring of groundwater elevations, monitoring of 
groundwater quality, monitoring the potential for inelastic land surface subsidence, and other 
monitoring to support our understanding of the relationship between surface water and 
groundwater and other important climate-related parameters), followed by management and 
analysis of the data collected to see if BMOs are being met.  If BMOs are not being met, a series 
of potential response actions could be identified and implemented.  This would be followed by 
monitoring, which continues the groundwater management process. 

It is important to note that the 131,000 acre-feet sustainable yield identified by the WFA is not a 
capacity threshold.  It is not intended to imply that groundwater may continue to be extracted 
from the North Basin until a rate of 131,000 acre feet per year is reached   This yield is intended 
to serve as a numerical guide in monitoring and implementing conjunctive use programs.  In 
order to satisfy the BMOs as outlined in the GMP, any additional groundwater pumping in the 
North Basin must be complemented by conjunctive use efforts that offset additional groundwater 
extraction. 

Rio Linda/Elverta Community Water Master Plan and Water Supply Strategy 

The RLECWD Master Plan describes the facilities necessary to serve future growth within the 
District, including development within the Elverta Specific Plan area.  The current Master Plan 
was drafted in 2014 and includes strategies that are now out of date.  A Water Supply Strategy 
was drafted and approved by the RLECWD in January 2016 to address water supply for the 
Elverta Specific Plan area. This document is intended to supplement the existing Master Plan, 
and will eventually be incorporated into an updated Master Plan. 

The ESP groundwater demand is estimated at 5,000 acre feet per year (AFY).  To accommodate 
this future growth, the RLECWD will initially continue to serve existing and new customers with 
groundwater.  New groundwater wells will be constructed in or near the Elverta Specific Plan 
development area, and the ESP distribution system will be connected to the existing RLECWD 
distribution system to increase system-wide reliability and operational efficiencies.  

While expanding upon the existing groundwater system, the RLECWD is also collaborating 
within the region to enhance conjunctive use strategies.  The RLECWD is participating in efforts 
to develop a new surface water treatment plant on the Sacramento River, currently known as the 
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RiverArc project.  The new treatment plant will increase regional supply reliability, and also 
afford the RLECWD a potential supplemental supply for conjunctive use within its own service 
area.  Once surface water is made available to the RLECWD, it will be used to supplement the 
groundwater and assist in the overall health of the regional groundwater management efforts. 

The RLECWD completed a rate case study that sets a connection fee to fund supply, storage, and 
distribution associated with growth.  On August 15, 2016, the RLECWD formally adopted a 
resolution to increase the cost of new water connections within their service area from 
approximately $3,000 to approximately $13,500.  Components of this fee increase will fund new 
infrastructure within the service area to serve new customers, and also contribute to the funding 
of the future surface water treatment plant to utilize water from the Sacramento River. 

DISCUSSION 

The intent behind policy PF-8 is to ensure the long-term, sustainable yield of the groundwater 
basin in the Rio Linda/Elverta community by implementing strategies for water supply that are 
not solely reliant on groundwater.  Rezone Condition No 14/Mitigation Measure WS-1 also 
established the framework for the SGA to evaluate the impacts of additional pumping on 
groundwater levels. To satisfy policy PF-8, the Board of Supervisors must make findings 
pursuant to one of the following options in Policy PF-8 as identified and analyzed separately 
below: 

(i) that an agreement between the developer and either the domestic water 
purveyor servicing the area (the Rio Linda/Elverta Community Water 
District and/or Citizens Utilities Company [now California American 
Water Company or Cal-Am]) or the SNAGMA has been executed which 
(a) assures that arrangements are in place to deliver supplemental water 
supplies (i.e., surface water, reclaimed water, etc.) within the boundaries 
of the SNAGMA in quantities sufficient to prevent a long-term net increase 
in groundwater pumping resulting from the proposed development and (b) 
assures that funding is made available to either the domestic water 
purveyor or the SNAGMA for all costs for delivery of such supplemental 
water supplies;  

There are currently no arrangements to deliver supplemental water supplies to the Elverta 
Specific Plan area. Furthermore, funding is not currently available for all costs of delivery of 
supplemental water supplies.  At this time, option (i) is not a viable alternative to satisfy the 
requirements of the policy and is not considered further. 

Or 

(ii) that an appropriate groundwater management program has been adopted 
by the Sacramento North Area Groundwater Management Authority 
(SNAGMA) to protect the long-term sustainable yield of the groundwater 
basin underlying the area for which an entitlement is sought, and that 
water use resulting from such entitlement is subject to and consistent with 
such groundwater management program. 

As discussed above, the SGA has adopted the SGA GMP to manage and protect the long-term 
sustainable yield of the groundwater basin.  By implementing the Basin Management Objectives 
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previously outlined, the process put in place by the GMP allows the SGA to monitor the status of 
groundwater in the basin and facilitate the execution of conjunctive use projects on a basin-wide 
approach. 

Upon the latest update of the GMP in 2014, the plan took into account future development in the 
Rio Linda/Elverta community, including buildout of the Elverta Specific Plan development area, 
and assumed that the Elverta Specific Plan area would be served primarily by the RLECWD.  
The RLECWD is a signatory and participant of the SGA JPA, and therefore subject to the 
groundwater management program administered by the SGA. 

Staff has concluded that the RLECWD Water Supply Strategy proposes an appropriate plan to 
serve the immediate demand for water with existing, available groundwater, while pursuing 
alternative sources to supplement groundwater and protect the long term sustainable yield of the 
basin.  Pursuant to Elverta Specific Plan Rezone Condition No. 14/mitigation measure WS-1: 

Prior to the Board making one of the above findings, the proposed supplemental water supply 
and/or groundwater management measures shall be approved by the SGA as consistent with 
RLECP Policy PF-8 and with applicable groundwater management criteria for the North Area 
basin. 

On August 11, 2016, the RLECWD’s Water Supply Strategy was presented before the SGA 
Board for a determination as to whether or not the conjunctive use strategy, as outlined by the 
RLECWD, is consistent with the SGA’s groundwater management criteria for the North Area 
basin. The SGA endorsed the RLECWD’s Water Supply Strategy as consistent with the 
management criteria for the SGA on the basis that the Strategy outlines a plan to continue 
serving development with readily available water supplies, while pursuing future options for 
conjunctive use strategies.  Specifically, the connection fee increase adopted by the RLECWD 
provides a funding mechanism to implement future, alternative water sources to serve Elverta 
Specific Plan development, such as the RiverArc project.  If the RiverArc project were to not 
come to fruition, the funding from the fee increase would be available to fund other potential 
conjunctive use projects and facilities managed by the SGA. 

Conclusion 

Based on the evidence above, staff recommends that the Board make the following findings: 

1. The Sacramento Groundwater Authority has adopted an appropriate groundwater 
management program (the SGA GMP) to protect the long-term sustainable yield of the 
North Area Basin. 

2. The proposed water use for the Elverta Specific Plan is to be provided by the Rio Linda 
Elverta Community Water District, a signatory and participant of the SGA JPA, that is 
subject to the SGA GMP. 

3. The strategy to supply the Elverta Specific development with existing groundwater while 
utilizing funds from the recently approved connection fee increase to pursue alternative, 
supplemental water sources, is consistent with the SGA groundwater management 
program. 

By making the above findings, the Board will acknowledge that the proposed RLECWD Water 
Supply Strategy is consistent with the Rio Linda/Elverta Community Plan policy PF-8 and the 
Elverta Specific Plan Rezone Condition No. 14/mitigation measure WS-1.   
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MEASURES/EVALUATION 

This consistency finding allows for the consideration to approve entitlement requests for urban 
development in comprehensively planned areas of the Rio Linda/Elverta community, including 
those requests within the Elverta Specific Plan area. 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

No impact.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
MICHAEL J. PENROSE, Acting Director 
Department of Community Development  

APPROVED: 
NAVDEEP S. GILL 
County Executive 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BY: ________________________________ 

ROBERT B. LEONARD 
Chief Deputy County Executive 

 
 
Attachments: 
ATT 1 – Final Elverta Specific Plan (ESP) Water Supply Plan 
ATT 2 – Sacramento Groundwater Authority Groundwater Management Plan 
 

http://inside.communitydevelopment.saccounty.net/board/Agenda%20Item%20Documents/ATT%201%20-%20Final%20ESP%20Water%20Supply%20Plan.pdf
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Planning Committee 

Agenda Item: 2 

 

 

Date:   May 3, 2019 

Subject: Follow Up Discussions with Rob Swartz on Capacity 

Staff Contact: Timothy R. Shaw, General Manager 

Recommended Committee Action: 

Receive a report from the General Manager on a follow up meeting held with 

Rob Swartz on April 25th. 

Current Background and Justification: 

Consequent to some of the conclusions and statements made by Mr. Swartz at 
the April 15th Board meeting, I requested an additional meeting with Mr. 

Swartz to further explore some of the conclusions he expressed. Of particular 

interest were Mr. Swartz’ summary conclusion on the relationship between 

conjunctive use and new, permanent capacity to serve new residential 

development in the context of PF-8 restrictions. 

In fundamental terms, the District may be able to achieve a “no net increase in 

groundwater pumping” result via conjunctive use from the perspective of SGA. 
The SGA perspective is not necessarily congruent with the perspective of the 

State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water (DDW) in its 

role in enforcing the District operation. Additionally, to the extent of 
compliance with PF-8, from the perspective of SGA, the ultimate balance is a 

very, long term analysis, with a significant number of things having to fall into 

place AND the execution of agreements with other agencies to purchase those 
agencies’ existing credits accrued by having cumulatively used less 

groundwater than the base year. 

  

Staff recommendation: 

Receive the staff report, review the associated documents provide by Mr. Swartz 

and provide staff direction as appropriate. 
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Planning Committee 

Agenda Item: 3 

 

 

Date:   May 3, 2019 

Subject: Continued Refinements to Capital Improvement Plan Projects 

Staff Contact: Mike Vasquez, Contract District Engineer 

Recommended Committee Action: 

Receive a report from the District Engineer on our ongoing efforts to update 

and revise the list of active projects in the Capital Improvement Plan. 

Current Background and Justification: 

The Board received a report from the District Engineer on the Planning 
Committee’s progress toward revising and updating the active projects in the 

District’s Capital Improvement Plan. Although the revised plan/projects list is 

not nearly ready for Board consideration, the Board update was needed to 

alleviate concerns and/or perceptions of serial meeting discussions where the 
Finance Committee and the Planning Committee have interest in discussing 

the projects. 

The Board had a few questions the District Engineer was not immediately 

prepared to address at the April 15th meeting.  

  

Staff recommendation: 

Receive the staff report, review the associated documents provided by the 

District Engineer (included in your Committee packets), and provide staff 

direction as appropriate. 



Rio Linda / Elverta Community Water District

Capital Improvement Project List

4/29/2019

Budget FY(s) Project Name

Budget 

Amount Funding Source Project Description (per budget documents)

Last 

Transaction 

Date

 Amount Paid to 

Date Status

Priority (Rankings to be 

discussed per Planning 

Committee discussion)

2016-17

2017-18

El Dorado County Water & Power 

Supply MOU $275,000.00 District

This budget item is a carryover project from previous capital budget. The cost was approved by the 

Board of Directors as part of a signed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between El Dorado 

Water and Power Authority (EDWAPA) and the District. The purpose of the MOU is for the District and 

EDWAPA to work together to put EDWAPA’s surface water right to use by the District until EDWAPA 

has a need for them. The project is being administrated by EDWAPA.
9/27/2017 $39,441.63 Active.

2016-17

2017-18 River Arc Participation $115,000.00 District

The River Arc Project consists of six local water purveyors (Rio Linda / Elverta Community Water 

District, City of Sacramento, Sacramento County Water Agency, California American Water Company, 

Placer County Water Agency, and City of Roseville) that are working together to construct a surface 

water treatment plant that treats Sacramento River water and delivers treated water to the region. 

The District is participating in this project to bring supplemental surface water into the District to 

supply the current and future customers with a combination of ground and surface water. This is a 

long range project that is planned to be built within the next 10 to 20 years.
7/21/2017 $125,011.22 Suspended, but can opt back in.

2014-15

L Street - Well 12 Replacement 

(Design Only) $50,000.00 District

This budget item is for the plans and specifications to replace Well 12 with a new well that is more 

efficient and has an expected capacity of 1,500 gpm.  The replacement well will be called Well 12A.

5/6/2015 $6,542.00 

On hold pending funding 

availability.  Currently pumping 

325 gpm into the reservoir.

2015-16

District Office Design and 

Permitting $30,000.00 District

This budget item is to complete plans and specifications for a new District Office that was planned to 

be built in the 2016/17 capital budget year. The existing office is not large enough for District 

operations and would require extensive upgrades to meet current code requirements.

12/1/2015 $4,870.00 

Two Rivers Architects: 

Preliminary Architect for District 

Office Building.  On hold pending 

funding availability.

2015-16

Install 100 feet of 8” DIP in 

Paladin Way $20,000.00 District

This budget item will close a loop in Paladin Way eliminating two dead ends and providing better water 

quality and circulation to customers on this water line. 9/15/2015 $2,120.00 

On hold pending funding 

availability.

2018-19

Well 10 Hexavalent Chromium 

(Cr6) Treatment $40,000.00 Bank One Loan.

This budget item is for the cost to upgrade Well 10 with Cr6 treatment.  Well 10 produces 

approximately 800 gpm. N/A $0.00 

On hold pending the 

construction of Well 16 and 

State Water Board Cr6 MCL 

determination.

2018-19

2019-20 Well 16 Equipping Design $250,000.00

Proposition 84 

Grant Funding 

and Opus Bank 

Loan.

The budget item is for the design of Well 16 detailed as follows: Design by a consultant of the above 

grade improvements including pump and motor, piping, site work (pavement, walls and fencing), back 

up generator, building, electrical, SCADA, and other appurtenances.  Includes bidding support and 

District Engineer review.  The project is expected be designed by August 31, 2019, and awarded to a 

contractor by December 31, 2019 N/A $0.00 Design in progress.

2019-20

2020-21 Well 16 Construction $3,000,000.00

Proposition 84 

Grant Funding 

and Opus Bank 

Loan.

The budget item is for the construction of Well 16 detailed as follows: Construction of the above grade 

improvements including pump and motor, piping, site work (pavement, walls and fencing), back up 

generator, building, electrical, SCADA, and other appurtenances.  Includes construction management, 

inspection, and labor compliance.  The project is expected to be constructed by December 31, 2020. N/A $0.00 

Will be bid for construction in 

Quarter 3 of 2019.

2018-19

Well 17 – Monitoring Well 

Destruction $25,000.00 District

The budget item is for the destruction of the Well 17 monitoring well that yielded unsuitable 

groundwater.  This project is planned to be completed by December 31, 2019. N/A $0.00 

95% complete on 4/25/2019.  

Cleanup work remains.
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Planning Committee 

Agenda Item: 4 

 

 

Date:   May 3, 2019 

Subject: Method of Filling Board Member Vacancies 

Staff Contact: Timothy R. Shaw, General Manager 

Recommended Committee Action: 

I recommend the Planning Committee forward an item onto the May 20th Board 
agenda to consider filling Board Member vacancies via the appointment 

method, i.e. no special election. 

Current Background and Justification: 

The Board received an oral report from Director Dills regarding his plan and 

schedule for submitting his resignation. Additionally, I have received a phone 

call from Director Paul Green conveying his intent to submit a letter of 

resignation with an effective date of May 19th. 

The relatively short span of time before these two seats and Director Jason 

Green’s seat will be up for election (Nov 2020), coupled with the high cost to 

ratepayers for a special election method of filling the vacancies, motivates my 

recommendation to fill these vacancies via the appointment method. 

Although Director Dills’ effective date is not yet established, it would be more 

efficient in time, notice costs and other intangibles to consolidate the selection 

process of two Board Member appointments.  

  

Staff recommendation: 

Forward an item onto the May 20th Board agenda to consider filling the 

anticipated vacancies via the appointment method, and further direct staff to 

commence all requisite notices and filings. 



 

Page 1 of 2 

 

 

Planning Committee 

Agenda Item: 5 

 

 

Date:   May 3, 2019 

Subject: Withdrawal from RWA Project Agreement, Regional Water 

Efficiency Drought Measures Project 

Staff Contact: Timothy R. Shaw, General Manager 

Recommended Committee Action: 

I recommend the Planning Committee forward an item onto the May 20th Board 

agenda to authorizing a notice to RWA of the District withdrawal from the 

Regional Water Efficiency Drought Measures Project Agreement. 

Current Background and Justification: 

In September 2015, at the peak of the recent drought emergency, the RLECWD 

Board authorized participation of the RWA Regional Water Efficiency Project 

Agreement. At the time, the benefits of District participation included a means 
for compliance with the California Urban Water Conservation Council MOU. 

The MOU has since been terminated and the value to the District has been 

correspondingly reduced. 

The current configuration of the District as an exclusively groundwater agency 

makes the Districts ability to justify the annual cost for project participation 

more challenging than other water agencies with surface water contracts, 
wherein it is typical to have multiple contracts with escalating costs in dry 

years. Additionally, as has been discussed in other contexts, the state is 

moving away from the carrot method of motivating conservation (e.g. grants 
and low interest loan eligibility) to the stick form of motivation (e.g. SB 606 

fines for failing to meet minimum water efficiency objectives. 

 

The annual District cost (cost share of participation) in this project is over 
$5,000. The method of withdrawal and terms therefor are included in section 
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10 (bottom of Page 3) of the subject agreement). The first step is to provide a 

90-day notice. 

  

Staff recommendation: 

Forward an item onto the May 20th Board agenda to consider authorizing the 
90-day notice associated with withdrawing from the RWA Regional Water 

Efficiency Drought Measures Project. 











 

Page 1 of 1 

 

 

Planning Committee 

Agenda Item: 6 

 

 

Date:   May 3, 2019 

Subject: General Status Report from the District Engineer 

Staff Contact: Mike Vasquez, Contract District Engineer 

 

Recommended Committee Action: 

 
Receive a status report on specific focus items currently being addressed by the 

District Engineer. 

Current Background and Justification:  

 
Subjects anticipated for discussion include: 

• Well 16 Groundwater Pumping Station 

o Basis of Design Report 

o Irrevocable Offer of Dedication 

• Proposition 84 DWR $505K Grant Agreement (Well 16 and Well 10) 

• American River Basin IRWMP Planning Forum (RWA) 

• Capital Improvement Project List (Planning Committee Agenda Item: 3) 

• District’s “Front End Specifications” 

Staff recommendation: 

 
I recommend the Planning Committee receive the status report from the 

District Engineer. Then, if necessary and appropriate, forward an item(s) onto 

the May 20, 2019 Board of Directors Meeting agenda with recommendations as 
necessary. 
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Planning Committee 

Agenda Item: 7 

 

 

Date:   May 3, 2019 

Subject: Correct Error on COLA Provided to the GM on 12-1-2018 

Staff Contact: Timothy R. Shaw, General Manager 

Recommended Committee Action: 

I recommend the Planning Committee forward an item onto the May 20th Board 
agenda to authorize correcting the error in applying the Cost of Living 

Adjustment (COLA) for the General Manager on 12/1/2018. 

Current Background and Justification: 

Review of documents associated with COLA and similar adjustments in other 

contracts (MOU, Legal Counsel engagement) has resulted in tangible evaluation 

of the extent of compliance / non-compliance with stated, specific 

methodologies. For example: some contracts stipulate a specific date and 
provide reference to the Consumer Price Index (CPI). Other 

contracts/documents provide additional specifications, e.g. CPI published by 

the Bureau of Labor Statistics, for all Western Cities. 

The General Manager’s Employment Agreement stipulates the annual 

adjustment is based on CPI published by Bureau of Labor Statistics, for all 

Western Cities, and further restricts the adjustment, not to exceed 3.0%, The 
stipulated CPI was 3.5% for Oct 2018, so the appropriate adjustment was 3.0% 

(not to exceed criteria). Unfortunately, the adjustment performed by the payroll 

administrator was 2.5%. 

The cumulative amount of underpayment from December 1, 2018 to May 1, 

2019 is $ 225.31 ($45.06 per month for five months). 

Technically, no board action is required to comply with an agreement the 

Board already approved, in open session, at their 10/15/2018 meeting. An 
abundance of caution and the spirit of transparency motivate my 

recommended Board actions. 
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Staff recommendation: 

Forward an item onto the May 20th Board agenda to authorize a one-time 
payment of $225.31 to the General Manager.  The one-time payment will 

correct the underpayments to the GM for December, January, February, 

March, and April. The payroll administrator has already been requested to pay 
the correct salary, in accordance with the current GM Employment Agreement, 

for all pay period May 1, 2019. 



Percent Change Percent Change

MONTHLY DATA Indexes 1 Month Indexes 1 Month

ending ending
Oct Sep Oct Sep Oct Oct Oct Sep Oct Sep Oct Oct

2017 2018 2018 2018 2018 2018 2017 2018 2018 2018 2018 2018

U. S. City Average................................. 246.663 252.439 252.885 2.3 2.5 0.2 240.573 246.565 247.038 2.3 2.7 0.2

(1967=100)............................................ 738.893 756.194 757.532 - - - 716.594 734.441 735.850 - - -

Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim…… 258.883 268.032 269.482 3.9 4.1 0.5 249.234 258.246 259.899 3.9 4.3 0.6

(1967=100)............................................ 764.857 791.885 796.171 - - - 736.564 763.196 768.080 - - -

West ..................................................... 257.223 265.105 266.195 3.4 3.5 0.4 248.883 256.950 258.149 3.5 3.7 0.5

(Dec. 1977 = 100) ................................. 415.786 428.528 430.289 - - - 400.439 413.418 415.348 - - -

West – A*............................................... 264.552 273.414 274.630 3.7 3.8 0.4 254.073 263.373 264.795 3.9 4.2 0.5

(Dec. 1977 = 100) ................................. 431.389 445.840 447.822 - - - 411.295 426.349 428.651 - - -

West – B/C**(Dec. 1996=100)............... 150.336 154.158 154.729 2.8 2.9 0.4 150.115 153.998 154.611 2.8 3.0 0.4

Percent Change Percent Change

BI-MONTHLY DATA Indexes 2 Months Indexes 2 Months

ending ending
Oct Aug Oct Aug Oct Oct Oct Aug Oct Aug Oct Oct

2017 2018 2018 2018 2018 2018 2017 2018 2018 2018 2018 2018

San Francisco-Oakland-Hayward.......... 277.570 287.664 289.673 4.3 4.4 0.7 271.272 281.536 283.183 4.3 4.4 0.6

(1967=100)............................................ 853.328 884.358 890.535 - - - 826.046 857.300 862.317 - - -

Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue...................... 264.653 271.625 272.805 3.1 3.1 0.4 261.218 267.757 269.719 3.2 3.3 0.7

(1967=100)............................................ 806.766 828.019 831.614 - - - 774.772 794.166 799.985 - - -

*  A = greater than 2,500,000 population                                              ** B/C = 2,500,000 population or less                                                 Dash (-) = Not Available.

CONSUMER PRICE INDEXES PACIFIC CITIES AND U. S. CITY AVERAGE
October 2018

ALL ITEMS INDEXES
(1982-84=100 unless otherwise noted)

All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W)

Due to the 2018 geographic revision, Anchorage, Honolulu, Phoenix, and San Diego area index numbers are now published bi-monthly. Semi-annual averages 
can be accessed online at www.bls.gov/cpi/data.htm. The Portland CPI has been discontinued. Additional information on the geographic revision is available at 
www.bls.gov/regions/west/factsheet/2018cpigeorevision.htm.  For questions, please contact us at BLSinfoSF@BLS.GOV or (415) 625-2270.

Year Year

ending ending

All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W)

Year Year

ending ending

Release date Nov. 14, 2018.  The next monthly releases are scheduled for Dec. 12, 2018. The next bi-monthly releases are scheduled for Jan. 11, 2019.

GM
Highlight

GM
Highlight



Excerpt of Section 3.1 in the Current GM Employment Agreement 

 

 




